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Star-Studded Academy Award®-Winning Films Premiere
 in High Definition
THE PIANO AND FRIDA

 On BLU-RAY DISC

Street Date: 1/31/12
Blu-ray Disc SRP: $19.99 each

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Two unforgettable Miramax Oscar® winning films debut in High Definition this winter as Lionsgate releases The Piano and Frida on Blu-ray Disc for the first time.  Both discs will be available on January 31st for the suggested retail price of $19.99 each

THE PIANO SYNOPSIS
Nominated for eight Academy Awards® and collecting three in 1993 – Best Actress for Holly Hunter (TV’s “Saving Grace”), Best Supporting Actress for Anna Paquin (HBO’s “True Blood”) and Best Original Screenplay for Jane Campion – The Piano makes its debut on Blu-ray Disc.  The film features a superior cast, led by Hunter, including Harvey Keitel (Reservoir Dogs) and Sam Neill (Jurassic Park).  Called “one of the most enchanting, startling original love stories ever filmed" (Chicago Sun Times), the Blu-ray premiere will please film buffs everywhere.
The Piano arouses passions and vengeful jealousies when Ada, a young mute woman (Hunter), is desired by two men - her husband by an arranged marriage (Neill) and the husband's darkly intense neighbor (Keitel). Violent emotions erupt, but only one man understands that Ada's heart can only be won through her beloved piano.
BLU-RAY DISC SPECIAL FEATURES*

· Theatrical trailer
*subject to change
WRITER/DIRECTOR

Jane Campion
Bright Star, In the Cut, Holy Smoke, Sweetie
CAST  

Holly Hunter
TV’s “Saving Grace,” Thirteen, O Brother Where Art Thou?, Crash, Broadcast News, Raising Arizona
Harvey Keitel

Cop Land, From Dusk Till Dawn, Pulp Fiction, Reservoir Dogs, Thelma & Louise

Sam Neill
Showtime’s “The Tudors,” Jurassic Park III, Jurassic Park, Hostage, The Hunt for Red October

Anna Paquin
HBO’s “True Blood,” the X-Men trilogy, The Squid and the Whale, Almost Famous, Jane Eyre
Kerry Walker                 Moulin Rouge!, Peter Pan, Australia 
Genevieve Lemon         TV’s “Neighbours,” TV’s “After the Beep”
FRIDA SYNOPSIS
Garnering two Oscars® in 2002 – Best Makeup and Best Music, Original Score – Frida tells the true story of artist Frida Kahlo, as portrayed by Academy Award® nominee Salma Hayek (Best Actress, Frida, 2002).  The biopic costars Alfred Molina (Spider-Man 2), Antonio Banderas (The Mask Of Zorro), Ashley Judd (Heat), Geoffrey Rush (The King’s Speech) and Edward Norton (Fight Club).  Directed by Julie Taymor (Across the Universe), the film was based on the novel by Hayden Herrera.  Coming to Blu-ray Disc for the first time, Frida includes interviews with Salma Hayek and Julie Taymor, visual effects featurettes and a look at the art of Frida Kahlo.

A woman of humble beginnings, Frida Kahlo (Hayek) found her way to success through a unique artistic vision.  Through her relationship with her mentor and husband Diego (Molina), a crippling injury and her scandalous affairs, Frida was inspired to create her work by channeling her pain.
BLU-RAY DISC SPECIAL FEATURES*
· Julie Taymor audio commentary
· Salma Hayek conversation

· Elliot Goldenthal selected scenes commentary

· AFI Julie Taymor Q&A

· Bill Moyers’ Julie Taymor interview

· Chevela Vargas interview

· “The Vision, Design and Music of Frida” featurette
· Salma Hayek’s recording sessions

· Real locations of Frida’s life and art

· Portrait of an artist

· Two visual effects pieces – “Amoeba Proteus” and “The Brothers Quay”

· The voice of Lila Downs

*subject to change
CAST  

Salma Hayek
Grown Ups, TV’s “30 Rock,” Once Upon a Time in Mexico, From Dusk Till Dawn, Desperado

Alfred Molina
Abduction, TV’s Law & Order: LA,” Spider-Man 2, Chocolat, Magnolia, Raiders of the Lost Ark

And Geoffrey Rush
The Pirates of the Caribbean series, The King’s Speech, Elizabeth: The Golden Age, Shakespeare in Love, Shine
Valeria Golino               Rain Man, Hot Shots!, Four Rooms
Mia Maestro                  The Music Never Stopped, The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn – Part 1 
Roger Rees                    The Prestige, The Pink Panther, Robin Hood: Men in Tights
Ashley Judd
Dolphin Tale, Bug, High Crimes, Double Jeopardy, Kiss the Girls, Heat

Antonio Banderas
The Skin I Live In, the Spy Kids series, Evita, Once Upon a Time in Mexico, Desperado

Edward Norton
The Incredible Hulk, The Illusionist, The Italian Job, Fight Club, American History X

PROGRAM INFORMATION

Year of Production:  The Piano: 1993
                                    Frida: 2002
Title Copyright: © Miramax

Type: Blu-ray Disc Premiere
Rating: The Piano: R for moments of extremely graphic sexuality
 Frida: R for sexuality/nudity and language

Genre: Drama, Romance

Closed Captioning: English SDH

Subtitles: English and Spanish

Format: 1080P High Definition 16x9 Widescreen

Feature Running Time: The Piano: 121 minutes

  Frida: 123 minutes

Blu-ray Audio Status:  The Piano: 2.0 DTS-HD Master Audio





Frida: 5.1 DTS-HD Master Audio
For artwork and additional information, e-mail Elizabeth Atler at Elizabeth_atler@bhimpact.com
